THE CONSTITUTION OF POLAND
throne after a brief year's enjoyment of the doubtful
honour. The second used his own troops and his own
money to fight Poland's battles, and got small thanks for
it. The next recoiled from an unsuccessful attempt to
reform the Constitution ; and his successor, Wladislaw
Wasa, after so limiting his rights at his coronation that
he was powerless, planned a coup Siiat which his sudden
death alone prevented from being realized. His brother
succeeded him, to resign in disgust after striving for years
to extricate Poland from the slough into which she had
fallen. John Casimir saw his best generals perish on
warlike expeditions made hopeless by the inadequacy of
their forces, and the meagre supplies doled out by the
parsimonious szlachta.
" Magnanimous Polish gentlemen !" he said in his
farewell speech to the Diet in 1667, " you are a glorious
republic, and have Nie pozwalam and strange methods of
business and behaviour to your kings and others. We
have often fought together, been beaten together by our
enemies and ourselves; and at last I, for my share, have
had enough of it. I intend for Paris, religious literary
pursuits, and the society of Ninon 1'Enclos. I wished to
say before going, that according to all record, ancient
and modern, of die way of God Almighty to the world,
there was not heretofore, nor do I expect that there can
henceforth be, a human society that would stick together
on those terms.
" Believe me, ye Polish Chevaliers, without superior,
except in heaven, if your glorious republic continue to
be managed in such manner, not good will come of it
but evil. The day will arrive, and the day perhaps is
not far off, when this glorious republic will get torn to
shreds hither and thither; be stuffed into tie pockets
of covetous neighbours, Brandenburg, Muscovy, Austria,
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